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Objectives

The primary objective is to provide the client, Mrs. xxxXxxxxxxxxxxxx, with a narrative report
and family tree tracing her direct Marriott ancestors. The client has provided some basic
information going back to the late 19t century, when her father Benjamin Marriott was born.

She is hoping a professional researcher can provide information on her father’s direct male
line ancestors, where they lived and their occupations.

Research Method:

20 hours research to be undertaken for the client, including the preparation of the final
reports and reference citations.

Several generations will be researched on the client’'s Marriott line going back as far
as possible.

Vital records are to be included for direct ancestors covered in the Marriott line, in
addition to their siblings. A few further details on siblings will be included should
anything interesting stand out, such as accidents recorded in the local newspaper.

A selection of images of original records will be included with the research, provided
there is permission for secondary use. Where copyright prevents this, a transcription
of the document will be provided.

Each source will be fully referenced according to genealogical practices, providing the
client the opportunity for further research, and purchasing of copies of original records
should they require these later. These references can be located at the end of the
document.

A family tree covering direct ancestors and their siblings over all generations will be
produced, in addition to a narrative report covering these generations. This will connect
the client to her own generation of the Marriott family.

Records to be examined include:

Civil Records — Births / Marriages / Deaths (commencing in England from 1837)

Old Parish Records — Baptisms / Marriages / Burials (commencing in England from 1538)

Census Records — Commencing in England from 1841, currently accessible to 1911)

Newspaper Archives — Various obituaries and articles from the local region

Probate Records — Will Calendars commencing in England from 1858

Other Records — The 1939 Register



Summary of findings

The Marriott family can be traced back to the client’s great x5 grandfather, a man named
Matthew Marriott. The earliest record in the research is Matthew’s marriage to a Mary Sterland
on 9" September 1703. Given the date of their marriage, it is likely Matthew was born in around
1675.

The Marriott family resided in the parish of South Normanton, Derbyshire for a significant
length of time, rarely straying away from the local area. This significantly aided the research
process. The family then ventured to the parish of Clay Cross, Derbyshire around the time of
the marriage of Matthew’s descendant, another Matthew Marriott, to Martha Housley. They
can be seen in Clay Cross from the 1861 Census with their growing family. A number of these
Marriott siblings died in tragic circumstances, some involving their occupations as engineers.
Another uncle from a previous generation was hit and killed whilst crossing the railway at Clay

Cross.

The Marriott family remained in this parish right up until the client’s father, Benjamin Marriott,
and his siblings’ births in the late 19" and early 20" century. During the latter portion of the
research, the Great War began and as with so many other families, the Marriott family also

lost a relation.

Abbreviations

B. Born

Bp. Baptised
Mar. Married
D. Died
Bur.  Buried

Qtr.  Registration Quarter (for 1837-2007 Civil Birth, Marriage and Death Indexes)
Vol.  Registration Volume

Pg. Registration Page



Narrative Report : The Marriott Family

Great x5 Grandfather — Matthew Marriott (bur. 1733)

Matthew Marriott married Mary Sterland on 9" September 1703 in the parish of

South Normanton in Derbyshire’.

The following children have been identified in the South Normanton parish registers,
although only the father's name is recorded. It is worth noting that prior to 1752
England went by the old Julian calendar, with the year beginning on 25" March and
ended on the 24" March. Therefore, any date that occurs between 15t Jan and 24t
March prior to 1752 has been recorded both under the year it occurred, and the year

we would now associate it with —

e John Marriott, bp. 9" Sep 1705, South Normanton,
Derbyshire?.

e Elizabeth Marriott, bp. 12" Jun 1707, South Normanton,
Derbyshire3.

e Matthew Marriott, bp. 13" Mar 1708/09, South Normanton,
Derbyshire?.

e Mary Marriott, bp. 14" Jan 1710/11, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®.

e Sarah Marriott, bp. Mar 1712/13, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®.

e Martha Marriott, bp. 5" Nov 1715, South Normanton,
Derbyshire’, bur. 13" Oct 1725, South Normanton,
Derbyshire?.

e Hosea Marriott, bp. 13" Jan 1718/19, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®, bur. 23 Dec 1794, South Normanton,
Derbyshire™.

e Samuel Marriott, bp. ----, bur. 5" May 1722, South

Normanton, Derbyshire".



One of these children, Samuel, is only known from burial records. As his age was not

recorded, it is unclear where he fits in amongst the other siblings.

Matthew Marriott was buried in December 1733 in South Normanton. The exact date
is illegible?. There is also a “Mary Marriott, widow” buried on 22"* August 1746 in the

same parish's.

Great x 4 Grandfather — Hosea Marriott (c.1718-1794)

Hosea Marriott was baptised on 12" January 1718/19 in the parish of South
Normanton in Derbyshire, the son of Matthew and Mary'*. He married a lady named
Elizabeth Swift on Sunday, 15" May 1757 in the parish church at South Normanton,

Derbyshire. Banns had been read beforehand.

The entry reads: “Banns for marriage between Hosea Marriott of the parish of South
Normanton, county of Derby and Elizabeth Swift in the same parish were published
[illegible] Sunday’s under written that is to say, on Sunday the first day of May 1757
by me Edwd Maynett. On Sunday eighth day of May 1757 by me Edwd Maynett, on
Sunday the fifteenth day of May 1757 Hosea Marriott of the parish of South Normanton
in the county of Derby and Elizabeth Swift, sojourner in the same parish were married
in the Parish Church of South Normanton by Banns this Fifteenth day of May, One
Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty Seven by me, Edwd Maynett, Rector of South
Normanton. This marriage was solemnized between us — Hosea Marriott, Elizabeth

(x) Swift (her mark), in the presence of us, John Marriott and Elias Simes'®.

This record shows that Hosea signed his own name, showing he had some limited
literacy. It is also recorded that Elizabeth was a “sojourner”, meaning she came from

elsewhere and was sojourning in the parish at the time of the marriage.
| have identified the following children from this marriage —

e John Marriott, bp. 27" Sep 1757, South Normanton,
Derbyshire'®, d. Bef 1765.

e Matthew Marriott, bp. 3™ Jun 1759, South Normanton,
Derbyshire'”.



e Mary Marriott, bp. 26" Sep 1763, South Normanton,
Derbyshire'8.

e John Marriott, bp. 27" May 1765, South Normanton,
Derbyshire™®.

e Frances Marriott, bp. 15" Jul 1770, South Normanton,
Derbyshire?®, bur. 20" Oct 1772, South Normanton,
Derbyshire?!.

e William Marriott, bp. 10" Jan 1773, South Normanton,
Derbyshire??,

e Charles Marriott, bp. 10" May 1775, South Normanton,
Derbyshire?3, bur. 25" Mar 1857, Clay Cross, Derbyshire?.

Hosea’s wife Elizabeth was buried on 9" May 1787 in South Normanton?®. Hosea was
buried seven years later, on 23 December 1794 at the age of 76 also in South

Normanton?®,

Great x 3 Grandfather — Charles Marriott (c.1775-1857)

Charles Marriott was baptised on 10" May 1775 in the parish of South Normanton,

Derbyshire, the younger son of Hosea and Elizabeth?’.

Charles married Mary Brelar on 28" December 1796 in South Normanton. The entry
reads: “Charles Marriott & Mary Brelar both of this parish were married in this church
by Banns first duly published this 28th day of December 1796 by me, D. Wilson,
Curate. This marriage was solemnized between us, Charles (x) Marriott and Mary (x)
Marriott (their mark), in the presence of John (x) Sansom and Martha (x) Moaks (their
mark)"?8. Both bride and groom scrawled their mark next to their names in the register,

showing neither could write. The same can be said for the two witnesses.

Charles and Mary had the following children —



e William Marriott, bp. 30" Apr 1797, South Normanton,
Derbyshire?®, bur. 11" Feb 1866, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®, aged 70.

e Matthew Marriott, bp. 5" May 1799, South Normanton,
Derbyshire3!, bur. 16" Nov 1873, Clay Cross, Derbyshire3?,
aged 74.

e Richard Marriott, bp. 12" Apr 1801, South Normanton,
Derbyshire33, bur. 15" Apr 1801, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®*, infant.

e Ruben Marriott, bp. 3@ May 1802, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®®, bur. 25" May 1803, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®, infant.

e Elizabeth Marriott, bp.13" Feb 1807, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®”

e Lucy Marriott, bp. 21t Mar 1811, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®, bur. 13" May 1813, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®, aged 2.

Three of Charles and Mary’s children died in infancy. Richard was buried in South
Normanton on 15™" April 1801, followed by Ruben in 1803. Ten years later Lucy also
died in infancy. Just two months after Lucy’s death, Charles’ wife also died. The burial
register records that on 27" July 1813, Mary Marriott of S. Normanton was buried aged

37, the Rector Guy Bryan officiating°.

The records for South Normanton show that on 28" November 1814 a boy named
William Hardy, illegitimate son of Ann Hardy and Charles Marriott, a stocking weaver,
was baptised in the parish*'. It is rare that the father's name was recorded on

illegitimate children’s births and baptisms during this period.

The 1841 Census, taken on 6™ June that year, shows Charles aged 65 living in South
Normanton with a 30-year-old Elizabeth Thorpe, of same occupation, and three
children, William Thorpe (10), Hannah Thorpe (8) and Mary Thorpe (5). It is possible
that Elizabeth is his daughter as her age falls within the correct timeframe. The 1841

Census did not list relationships within households, nor did it record the individuals’



birthplace. Instead, they were asked whether they had been born in the county or not.
All five are recorded with a “Y” for “yes” next to this question, showing all were born in

Derbyshire*?.

Charles’ final census appearance occurred on 30" March 1851. He was 76 and living
with his son Matthew Marriott’'s family on Clay Lane in the parish of Clay Cross,
Derbyshire. Charles’ occupation was a retired framework knitter and his birthplace

recorded as South Normanton?3.

Charles was buried at Clay Cross on 25" March 1857. He was 83 years old*4.

Great x 2 Grandfather — Matthew Marriott (c.1799-1873)

Matthew Marriott was baptised on 5" May 1799 in the parish of South Normanton,
Derbyshire, the son of Charles and Mary*°. His mother died when he was a teenager

and he also lost three younger siblings in infancy.

Matthew married Ann Page on 29" September 1823 in South Normanton®. The entry
reads: Matthew Marriott of this parish and Ann Page of this parish were married in this
Church by Banns with Consent of this 29" day of Sept in the year one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-three, by me [illegible] Rector. This marriage was solemnized
between us, Matthew Marriott, and Ann Page (her mark x) in the presence of Joseph
Marriott and Mary Edin*’.

Matthew and Ann had the following children —

e Abraham Marriott, bp. 22" May 1825 South Normanton,
Derbyshire*®, d. 10" Aug 1870, Chesterfield, Derbyshire*?,
aged 45.

e John Marriott, bp. 16" May 1828, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®, bur. 28" Nov 1828, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®!, infant.

e Joseph Marriott, bp. 6" Dec 1829, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®?, d. 28" June 1897, Clay Cross Station,
Derbyshire®3, aged 67.



e Jeremiah Marriott, b. 6" Sep 1832, South Normanton,
Derbyshire, bp. 19" Sep 1832, Belper Primitive Wesleyan,
Derbyshire®*, bur. 13" Apr 1834, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®, infant.

e Matthew Marriott, bp. 30" Jan 1835, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®®, d. Mar Qtr 1918, Chesterfield District,
Derbyshire®, aged 83.

e Hosea Marriott, b. Abt 1837, South Normanton, Derbyshire,
d. Dec Qtr 1915, Chesterfield District®®, aged 78.

e Sarah Marriott, b. Sep Qtr 1841, South Normanton,
Derbyshire®®, bur. 215t May 1881, Clay Cross, Derbyshire®,
aged 39.

The 1841 Census taken on 6" June shows the family living in North Wingfield,
Derbyshire. Matthew was 40 and working as a labourer. His wife Ann was the same
age, and four of their sons were in residence, Abraham (15), Joseph (10), Matthew (5)

and Hosea (3). All were born in the county®'.

The 1851 Census taken on 30" March shows that the family had moved to the parish
of Clay Lane, also in Derbyshire. Matthew was now 52 and a farmer with 9 acres of
land. Ann was a year older than him. Four children were in the household, Joseph,
aged 21 and an engineer, Matthew, aged 16 and a coal miner, Hosea, aged 13 and a
farmer boy employed at home, followed by 9 year old Sarah, who was a scholar. All
the children had been born in South Normanton, except for Sarah, who'’s birthplace
was recorded as Clay Lane. This gives an indication of when the family relocated to
their new parish. As mentioned in the previous chapter, Matthew’s 76-year-old
widowed father, Charles Marriott was in residence with the family and listed as a retired

framework knitter2.

By 1861, Matthew and Ann were living alone in Clay Lane, except for a visitor named
Thomas Taylor, a horse nail maker, and an Ann Taylor, both in residence on census
day, 7" April. Matthew was 61 and a proprietor of houses, whilst Ann was 62. However,
the same census page records at least two of their adult sons living with their own

families just doors away, showing the family remained within close proximity®.



The 1871 Census shows Matthew and Ann still at Clay Lane. He was 71 and getting
an income from houses. Ann was 72 and listed her birthplace as Holbrook in

Derbyshire®4.

The death of Matthew’s wife Ann aged 74 was recorded in Mar Qtr 1873 in Chesterfield
District®>. Matthew also died later that same year at the same age and can be seen in
the death index for Dec Qtr 1873, Chesterfield District®®. His death was announced in
the Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald on Saturday, 22" November, stating
“Nov 12, at Clay Cross, Matthew Marriott, aged 74°7”,

Great Grandfather — Matthew Marriott (c.1835-1918)

Matthew Marriott was baptised on 30" January 1835 in the parish of South
Normanton in Derbyshire, the son of Matthew and Ann®8. He can be seen living with

his parents on both the 1841 and 1851 census as the above chapter proves.

Matthew was married to Martha Housley, registered in Mar Qtr 1859 in the
Chesterfield District®. It is interesting to note that three of Matthew’s siblings also
married members of the Housley family. Martha'’s birth was registered in Sep Qtr 1837
in Chesterfield District, during the first year of civil births, marriages and deaths in
England and Wales’. Their marriage was recorded in the Derbyshire Times &
Chesterfield Herald on 19" February that year, stating “At Ashover, on Monday last,
Mr. Matthew Marriott, of Clay Cross, to Miss Martha Housley, of Ashover”. This
therefore provides an exact date of Monday, 14" February — Valentine’s Day — for the

wedding”’.
Matthew and Martha had the following children —

e Mary Ann Marriott, b. Jun Qtr 1859, Chesterfield District’?, d.
13t Jul 1924, Clay Cross, Derbyshire’374, aged 65.

e Abraham Marriott, b. Mar Qtr 1861, Chesterfield District’®, d.
3" Oct 1888, Clay Cross, Derbyshire’®””, aged 27.

e Hosea Marriott, b. Jun Qtr 1863, Chesterfield District’®, d.
Mar Qtr 1879, Chesterfield District’®, aged 15.



e Joseph Marriott, b. Jun Qtr 1865, Chesterfield District®, d.
27" Nov 1935, Chesterfield District®', aged 70.

e William Marriott, b. 1867, Clay Cross, Derbyshire, d. 2"¢ Aug
1893, Seacombe, Cheshire®?, aged 25.

e Matthew Marriott, b. Sep Qtr 1869, Chesterfield District®?, d.
39 Oct 1929, Chesterfield Royal Hospital, Chesterfield,
Derbyshire®, aged 60.

e Sarah Marriott, b. 1870, Clay Cross, Derbyshire, d. Jun Qtr
1954, Chesterfield District®®, aged 84.

e Annie Marriott, b. Jun Qtr 1872, Chesterfield District®, d. 7t
Jan 1920, Clay Cross, Derbyshire®’, aged 48.

e Martha Ellen Marriott, b. Dec Qtr 1875, Chesterfield District®®,
d. Sep Qtr 1969, Chesterfield District®®, aged 93.

e May Elizabeth Marriott, b. Mar Qtr 1878, Chesterfield,
District®

e Hannah Marriott, b. Dec Qtr 1880, Chesterfield District®', Sep
Qtr 1962, Chesterfield District®?, aged 81.

The young couple can be seen living together on the 1861 Census at Clay Lane.
Matthew was 26 years old and working as colliery engine worker. Martha was 23 and
her birthplace was listed as the parish of Ashover, also in Derbyshire. Two children
had been born, Mary A (aged 1) and Abraham (aged 1mth)3.

When the 1871 Census was taken on 2" April, Matthew and Martha’s family had
grown steadily. Matthew was now a 36-year-old colliery engine driver and Martha was
33. Mary was now 11 and Abraham 10, both born at Clay Croft. They were followed
by Hosea (aged 7), Joseph (aged 5), William (aged 1) and Sarah (aged 6mths), who
were born at Clay Lane. The first four of these children were scholars®*.

The family welcomed four more daughters. The next census, taken on 3™ April 1881
shows the family unit still in Clay Lane, with the addition of Annie (aged 9), Martha E
(aged 5), May E (aged 3) and Hannah (aged 4mths). Matthew Marriott was 46 and a
colliery engine worker, as was 20-year-old Abraham and 16-year-old Joseph. The
younger children with exception of the youngest two infants were all at school, with

13-year-old William a school monitor®.



Two of Matthew and Martha’s previous children were not present. Sadly, their son
Hosea died at the age of 15. His death was registered in Mar Qtr 1879 in Chesterfield
District®®. Hosea’s death was recorded in the Derbyshire Times on 8" February 1879,
and reveals his life ended abruptly from injuries received at Tupton Pit earlier that day.
He was found jammed in between the crank and the bed of the engine. Witnesses

attempted to get him out, but he was already dead®’.

The eldest, Mary, was also absent, but for happier reasons. She had married the year
before the census to a carpenter named John William Pugh, and the young couple

were living right next door to Matthew and Martha in Clay Cross®.

By the 1891 Census, taken on 5" April, Matthew and Martha remained at Clay Lane.
Matthew was a 56-year-old stationary engine cleaner whilst Martha was 53. Six of their
children remained in residence, Joseph (aged 26) and Matthew (aged 21), a stationary
engine cleaner and a clerk respectively, Sarah (aged 20), a dressmaker, Martha Ellen
(aged 15), May Elizabeth (aged 13) and Hannah (aged 10). Only Hannah was now

listed as being at school®®.

A tragedy occurred on Monday, 28" June 1897. Matthew’s 67-year-old brother, Mr.
Joseph Marriott, an employee at the Clay Cross Company, was crossing the tracks at
Clay Cross station carrying a parcel. He was struck and killed by a passing express
train. His funeral was attended by around 40 family members and representatives of

the Clay Cross Company'®,

The household was far smaller by the time the 1901 Census was taken on 315t March.
Matthew was 66 and still working as a stationary engine driver, and Martha was 63.
Only one of their children was living with them, 23-year-old May Elizabeth. The
household did however have a 6-year-old granddaughter named Gladys E. Bradder''.
A search through the marriage index for Marriot / Bradder marriages within the area
reveal that Sarah had married an Albert Bradder in Jun Qtr 1894. The pair were both
alive in 1901, also living in Clay Lane'%?, so it is likely young Gladys was visiting her

grandparents on the night the census enumerator arrived to collect the information.

Matthew’s wife Martha died at the age of 70. Her death was recorded in the Mar Qtr
1908 register, in Chesterfield District'%3,



Matthew’s final appearance on the census records comes on 2" April 1911. He was
living at Stollard Street, Clay Cross, in the household of his eldest daughter, Mrs. Mary
Ann Pugh, and her husband John William Pugh, both aged 51 and mentioned earlier.
John was a property inspector at the colliery. Two of their sons were living there too,
Evelyn Payne Pugh (aged 27), a colliery clerk, and William Marriott Pugh (aged 12), a
scholar. Matthew is listed as the father-in-law, aged 76 and a retired stationary engine

man.

The 1911 was the first to introduce new information regarding married couples. They
were to record how many years they had been married, how many children they had
had, and how many of these children were still living. In Matthew’s daughter Mary Ann
Pugh’s case, she had been married for 30 years, with 4 children living, and 1 sadly
deceased. It is unfortunate that this requirement did not extent to widowed members
of the household, as this may have revealed additional children to Matthew and his
late wife Martha who died in infancy between census records. Sometimes this
information is included by mistake on the census by such widows and widowers,

helpful for researchers down the line'%4.

Matthew’s death was recorded in Mar Qtr 1918, in Chesterfield District. He was 83
years old'9%,

Grandfather — Joseph Marriott (1865-1935)

Joseph Marriott was born in 1865 in Clay Cross, Derbyshire. His birth was registered
in the Jun Qtr 1865 register for Chesterfield District. He appeared as a child with his
parents Matthew and Martha on the 1871 Census, and ten years later was a 16-year-
old stationary engine cleaner. He was still with his parents as a 26-year-old on the

1891 Census as shown in the previous chapter, working as a stationary engine driver.

Joseph married Elizabeth Ann Brittain on 13" February 1894 in the parish church of
Pilsley, Derbyshire. The marriage certificate has been transcribed and reveals “Joseph
Marriott, aged 28, bachelor, profession: engine man, residence: Clay Cross, father:
Matthew Marriot, engine man, to Elizabeth Brittain, aged 21, spinster, residence:

Pilsley, father: William Brittain, fireman. Married at the parish church after Banns by



Rev. S. Cowling Hayward, Vicar, in presence of Matthew Marriott and Caroline Brittain.

Joseph and his new bride both signed the certificate'%.
Joseph and Elizabeth had the following children —

e Will Marriott, b. 1894, Clay Cross, Derbyshire'®’, d. 10" Apr
1917, Etaples, Pas-de-Calais, France'%®, aged 22.

e Benjamin Marriott, b. 31t Jan 1897, Clay Cross,
Derbyshire'%®, d. Jun Qtr 1983, Truro District''%, aged 86.

Joseph and his young family can be seen on the 1901 Census living at Clay Lane,
Derbyshire. He was now 35 years old and remained working as a stationary engine
driver. Elizabeth was 28 and listed her birth place as Rugby in Warwickshire. Their
sons Will (aged 6) and Benjamin (aged 4) are also in residence, both born in Clay

Cross™.

Two more children had arrived by the next census, recorded on 2" April 1911. Joseph
was 45 years old and working as a colliery engineman overground. Elizabeth was 38.
The house contained 4 rooms. Their children were now Will (aged 16), Benjamin (aged
14), a coal miner loader and weighing machine clerk respectively, May Elizabeth (aged
9), and Joseph Ernest (aged 8mths). Although there is an eight-year gap between the
last two children, the census confirms Joseph and his wife had only had four children

in their seventeen-year long marriage, with no infant mortalities''2.

Tragedy stuck the family six years later during the First World War. Their 22-year-old
eldest son Will Marriott had enlisted to serve in the army, with his papers signed on
27™ October 1914. At the time of signing up he was 19 years, 11 months and lived at
Bee Farm Cottage, Clay Lane, Derbyshire''3. He served in the 156" Battalion of the
Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment — no. 241043) and was killed on 10t
April 1917 from his wounds in Flanders. He was buried at the Etaples Military
Cemetery in Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France''* 5. Will's elderly grandfather Matthew

Marriott was still alive when the death occurred.

A search through the newspaper archives reveals more on the incident. An article in
the Derbyshire Courier dated Saturday, 24" March 1917 informs that —



“whilst looking over a parapet on or about 10 March, Private Will Marriott, a scout in the
Sherwood Foresters, was struck by a sniper, and he is now in hospital, with, it is unofficially
reported, a portion of his ear blown off. He is the 22-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe
Marriott, of Clay Lane, Clay Cross, and formerly worked at Park House Pit. Early in the
second month of the war he joined the colours and celebrated both his 21t and 229
birthdays in the trenches. His brother, Ben Marriott was a member of the crew of the ill-fated
HMS Warrior, but was fortunately amongst the survivors. Private Marriott returned to France

but three weeks ago and Ben is expected home on leave shortly'6”.
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Tragically, Will would be dead within weeks of this newspaper article being produced.

Another article from the Derbyshire Courier, on Tuesday, 24" April 1917 reveals —

“Private Will Marriott, a scout in the Sherwood Foresters, has succumbed to the injuries he

received on 10 March. It will be recalled that last he was looking over a parapet, when he

was shot by a sniper, and taken to hospital in a precarious condition. His parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Marriott, of Clay Lane, Clay Cross, were informed of his critical state, but

permission was not given them to visit him in hospital in France..."””.

A final clipping from the same newspaper a year later on Saturday, 13" April 1918

contains the following passage —



MARRIOTT — In loving memory of Private Will Marriott, eldest son of Joseph and Elizabeth
A. Marriott, Clay Lane, Clay Cross, who died from wounds in France, April 10%, 1917.

“A light is from our household gone,
A voice we loved is still,
A vacant place is on our hearth,

Which never can be filled”

Joseph and his family continued to live in Clay Cross after this tragedy. His death
occurred on 27" November 1935 at Chesterfield Infirmary, Derbyshire. His probate
record, proved in London on 218t January the following year, leaves Elizabeth Ann
Marriott, the widow, effects of £333, 2s, 4d'18.

Joseph’s death is further explained in an article from the Derbyshire Times and
Chesterfield Herald on 6" December 1935. It is revealed Joseph died aged 71 from
heart failure following an injury received to his spine back in October 1915. His
youngest son Joseph Ernest Marriott told the journalist that Joseph, whilst working as
a haulage engine driver at Park House Colliery, fell into one of the drum pits in the
engine room and injured his back, resulting in damage to his spine. For a time, he was
able to get around with the aid of sticks, by gradually he deteriorated until he became
paralysed. At the time of his death, Joseph had been bed ridden for 16 years. Just
before his death, Joseph’s wife had to go into hospital to undergo an operation.
Although he knew he was dying, he enquired about his wife when daughter May
Elizabeth paid him a visit. He then is quoted saying “tell her to hurry up or it will be too

late”.

Joseph was removed to the Union infirmary on 4" October and died on 27t November
1935. His funeral was held in Clay Cross Cemetery on the Sunday and the hymn “O
Love That Will Not Let Me Go” was sung. The obituary states he had been a member
of the Notts and Derbyshire Enginemen and Firemen’s Union, and he had served as
their local secretary for several years. It is explained that Joseph’s widow was an

inmate at the Chesterfield Royal Hospital, as was proven in the above article. Their



son, Ben, was in the Navy and serving with his ship in Chinese Waters. Ben’s wife

lived in Gibraltar'®.

Twelve years later, Joseph’s widow Elizabeth Ann Marriott died. Her probate is
recorded on 14" April 1947, stating Elizabeth, of 5 Columbia Street, Huthwaite,
Nottinghamshire, had died on 12" February that year. She left effects of £210 to
Martha Allen (wife of Ernest Allen)'%.

Father — Benjamin Marriott (1897-1983)

was born on 318t January 1897 in Clay Cross, Derbyshire. He
appeared as a child on both the 1901 and 1911 census records in the same parish
with his parents as the previous chapter reveals. Aged 19, Benjamin lost his older
brother Will Marriott during the Great War.

Benjamin served in the Royal Navy and is listed the register of seamen’s services. The
record tells us that Benjamin had been born on 318t January 1897 in Chesterfield,
Derby and his usual occupation was store keeper. He was 5’8" with brown hair and
bluish grey hazel eyes, and a fresh pale complexion. In the section listing any wounds,
scars or marks, Benjamin is recorded as having a mole on his right knee, and tattoos.
He served on a variety of vessels between September 1913 and September 1927
including Ganges, Impregnable, Agincourt, Cyclops, and Victory'?'. A later service

record shows Benjamin serving between 1932 and 1938'%2.

An article posted in the Derbyshire Courier on Saturday, 10" June 1916 reporting on
the ill-fated HMS Hampshire mention the condition of the Clay Cross men serving in

action, the article revealed —

“So far as is known at present, no Clay Cross sailor is reported missing as a result of the
naval battle, but it is feared that William Cowley, a son of Mr. S. Cowley of Clay Lane, was
on the ill-fated Hampshire. Of the others, Benjamin Marriott, a son of Mr. J. Marriott, an
engine driver at one of the Clay Cross Company’s pits, and of Mrs. Marriott, of Clay Lane,
Clay Cross has had a narrow escape. He was serving aboard HMS Warrior, and his parents
were naturally very anxious until a telegram came through from Marriott to the effect that he
was all right, the telegram being followed on Tuesday by the sailor himself, who returned

home on a few days’ leave”'?3.



Benjamin married Adelina Farrugia and had the following children —

o 0000XXXXXXX, b. Abt 1930, Gibraltar'?
o XXXXXXXXxxxX, b. Mar Qtr 1933, Gosport District'?°

o XXXXXXXxXXX, b. Mar Qtr 1938, Basingstoke District'?®

Benjamin and Adelina are recorded on lists of incoming passengers to the UK during
the 1930s. On 18" May 1932, Mr. Benjamin Marriott, aged 35, Royal Navy, and Mrs.
Adelina Marriott, aged 23, arrived in London aboard the Yasukuni Maru. The ship had
departed from the port of Yokohama, Japan, stopping en route at Kobe, Moji,
Shanghai, Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang, Colombo, Suez, Port Said, Napes,
Marseilles and finally Gibraltar, where the family embarked. They were travelling with
a Miss. J. E. Marriott, aged 2 and their destination was 12 New Road East, Copnor,

Portsmouth'?7,

Another list the following year shows Adelina Marriott, aged 24, travelling to Gibraltar
with an xxxxxxxx Marriott, aged 4 and Joyce Marriott, aged 1 on the Yasukuni Maru
again, departing 29" December 1933. Their last UK address was 12 New Road East,
Portsmouth, the same as the previous entry. Their reason for travelling was permanent

residency in Gibraltar'?.

A third passenger list shows Adelina Marriott, aged 27, travelling 2" class alongside
XXXXXXXXXXX, aged 6, and xxxxxxxxxxxxxx, aged 3, from Gibraltar to the UK, their
intended residence being 61, Clay Lane, Clay Cross, Chesterfield, Derbyshire. The
ship, Rawalpindi, arrived in London on 30" July 1936, having departed Yokohama,
stopping en route at Kobe, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang, Colombo,

Bombay, Aden, Port Said, Malta, Marseilles, Gibraltar, and Tangier'?°.

The 1939 Register, commissioned following the outbreak of the Second World War as
a means of producing identity cards, shows Benjamin and Adelina living at 3 Milton
Avenue in Scarborough. His occupation was given as radio operator civil shore
wireless service. He was also a Royal Navy Pensioner, no. 233. Adelina’s occupation
was listed as unpaid domestic duties. Three others are in the household; however,
they are currently blacked out due to the 100-year privacy rule for anyone who may

still be alive'°. These three are almost certainly their children.



Benjamin’s death was registered in Truro District, Cornwall in Jun Qtr 1983. He was
86 years old and his birth date was confirmed as 315t January 1897'*'. His widow
Adelina’s death was registered in Truro District, Cornwall in Jul 2000. She was 91

years old and her birth date was confirmed as 22" January 190932,
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